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be obtained on request, are published from
time to time.
Commissioner of Education, the title of
the officer at the head of the Office of Edu-
cation. The office was established in 1867,
and Henry Barnard (see barstard, henry),
was appointed first Commissioner. The ap-
pointment is by the President with the con-
sent of the Senate. The chief duty of the
Commissioner is to collect educational sta-
tistics and give such information relative to
the inspection, organization and management
of public schools and methods of educating
as will be of assistance in improving educa-
tion throughout the country. The Com mis-
sioner publishes biennial reports, which em-
body his recommendations, and contain much
valuable information concerning the educa-
tional systems and methods of teaching, not
only in the United States but in other
countries. He also presents an annual re-
port to Congress.
EDUCATION, compulsory. See com-
pulsory education.
EDUCATION, national systems of. See
the subhead Education, in the articles on the
various countries.
EDUCATION ASSOCIATION, nation-
al, an association organized at Philadelphia
in 1857 at the National Teachers7 Associa-
tion, incorporated in 1886 in the District of
Columbia under its present title. For the
first few years the National Education As-
sociation did not gain strength, but about
1870, through the division of the association
into specialized departments and through the
absorption of the American Normal Associ-
ation and the National Superintendents' As-
sociation its effectiveness was greatly in-
creased. There are now eighteen depart-
ments, besides an advisory board, known as
the National Council, and the Department
of Superintendents. The association holds
annual meetings in different parts of the
country, at which well-known educators lead
in the discussion of all sorts of problems
affecting the teacher's calling. The proceed-
ings of the body are published as annual
reports. Reports of committees upon special
topics are also published under the auspices
of the association. Membership in the associa-
tion has grown from 50,000 in 1920 to
more than 200,000. The annual sessions are
growing in importance. A fine building1 for
national headquarters has been erected in
Washington.
 EDWARD, surnamed the Confessor
(about 1004-1066), king of England, son of
Ethelred II. On the death of his half-
brother, Hardicanute the Dane, in 1041, he
was called to the throne and thus renewed
the Saxon line. He cared little for political
matters and spent most of his time in holy
works. In 1161 he was canonized.
EDWARD, the black prince (1330-
1376), the eldest son of Edward III of Eng-
land. In 1346 he commanded part of the
forces at the Battle of Creey and distin-
guished himself. In 1355 he commanded the
army which invaded France from Gascony
and won a victory in the great Battle of
Poitiers. By the Peace of Bretigny, several
provinces of France were formed into a
sovereignty for the prince, under the title
Principality of Aquitaine. When he recap-
tured Limoges from the French (1370), Ed-
ward put to death about 3,000 of the inhab-
itants. This is the greatest stain on his his-
tory. After his return to England he op-
posed many of his father's oppressive
measures.
EDWARD I (1239-1307), king of Eng-
land, son of Henry III, whom lie succeeded
in 1272. Before his accession to the throne
he put down several revolts in Wales, which
had been entrusted to his government. He
also took part in a crusade with Louis IX
of France, but accomplished nothing of im-
portance. After his accession, he again
turned his arms against Wales and succeeded
in annexing that country to England. Dur-
ing the greater part of his reign he was en-
gaged in a struggle for Scotland. When
chosen judge to examine the rival claims of
John Baliol and Robert Bruce he gained a
hold on the country. When in 1306 Robert
Bruce was crowned at Scone, Edward started
north to subdue Bruce, but died on the way.
Edward was a great king and did much for
England by establishing order and restrict-
ing the power of the clergy. For Ms influ-
ence on the laws of this country he is known
as "the English Justinian." The most impor-
tant event of his reign was the placing in the
hands of a Parliament, in which the people
of England were to be represented, all power
to levy taxes.
EDWARD H (1284-1327), king of Eng-
land, son of Edward I, on whose death, in
1307, he came to the throne. His weakness
and incompetency soon became apparent,
and the fact that he was constantly under

